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Al Sulaimi signs agreement
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The Sakhr Company will design the sys-
tém while other companies assigned by the
ministry will provide the mechanism to trans-
fer the educational curricula to electronic
form.

The third system will be concerned with
document administration and follow-up. It
will create o complete system of electronic
archives of all ministry departments, regional
educational departments and schools. Tt will
be responsible for following up correspon-
dence between the ministry and other partics
concerned and will work as an archive for all
mails from and to the ministry.

The fourth system is the Electronic Gate
system which will intertwine all three systems
into one interface using the ministry's web-
site. It will also provide SMS service, and IVR
as well as electronic fax option, Users will
also be able 10 usc clectronic mail, calendars,
task management facility and workflow sys-
tem.

Dr Muna bint Salim al Jardamyah, Under-
Secretary for Education and Curricula, said
that the ministry has been planning the project
100

“The Educational Gate will scrve a wide
range of people and will facilitate the flow of
information in the different administrations of’
the ministry. With regard to education, many
text books, activities and studying materials as
well as exams will be transferred from their
conve: | form to be available elec
Iy and will be made accessible to teachers and
cducators,” she told the Observer,

“Students can also get access o the
Educational Gate and enrich their knowledge
by viewing the studying materials and do the
activities. Parents will also be able to check on
their ward’s educational level and progress
using the system.

Besides, the Educational Gate will ease
flow of information between the ministry and
regional education departments or between
schools themselves.

Sharekh said that his company s delighted
to be chosen 1o do the project in the Sultanate.

“I's an unprecedented project not only in
the GCC countries, but also regionally and we
believe it will take the educational process fur-
ther where everything will be done electroni-
cally without the help of conventional text
books, i

“The Ministry of Education has carricd out

f

a long time and was ing the
of the project, as it will be a major addition 10
the educational march in the Sultanate

d gb study of the project which will shift
the cducation system in the Sultanate to an
advanced level
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One of the hallinarks of a top class
company is that it usually has a great
website. After all, it is the company’'s
interface with the rest of the workl

that is determined by the website

The mare user-friendly the website,

the more hits it will record, That's
where skilled web designers come
into the picture. Web designers have
10 concentrate on evervthing - easy
navigability, well-defined links, aes-
thetics, etc. A good laoki
not necessarily the most effective

website is

one. A designer who can combine
both - looks and efficiency - is a cel-
ebrated one.

The recently  concluded  third
Oman Web Awards Competition was
just about that - honouring Oman's

best designers from across diverse

ion was marked by
Sheikh Fadhil al
Harthy, Undersecretary of Ministry
of National Fconomy; Dr Salim
Sultan al Ruzaigi, CEO, Information
Technology Author
Moukarzel
Arab Awards Committee.

170 participants in 23

different categories vied for top hon

sectors. The occs

the presence of H

and Plerre

president of the Pan
Over

owrs in the event held under the
auspices of Information Technology
Authority (ITA), the
mment  body  for
Technology in the sultanate. The

apex  gove:

Information

nners represent Oman in the Pan

Arab web awards in Dubai

Moukarzel and Talal al Rahbi,
chief of Information and Awareness
Division Unit, ITA, spoke of the need
10 provide the right environment for

talented web d

gners, Such recog
nition fire their creativity even more,
the two said, while Abdullah Lootah,

Oman’s best web
designers honoured

TBWA-ZEENAH wins best web design company, while the
Ministry of Education's education portal declared best
website of the year at third Oman Web Awards

country  manager  of  Microsoft
Oman, offered words ol encourage-
ment to nominecs in cach category.

He described all those who bad been

st ted as winners.  Microsoft
was keen to enter into partnerships
with Oman in information technol-
ogy, he added.

Ir Mohammed Ali al Wahaibi,

the president of Oman Telecomm-

\
W2

unications
Smith

Company, and Nick
CEO, The Wave. Muscat,
also spoke on the occasion. Smith,
who described himself as technolog-
ically challenged, was appreciative

of the vital role playved by web

designers in making
their customers,
Sridhar,  business

consultant,

Sangeetha

content Information

lechnology Authority, validator

of the Oman Web

wds, spoke

on how the awards had grown
in stature since their inception
Among the winners in the many
\-ZEENAH ¢
adjudged the best web design com
pany of the year, while the Ministry
of Education's education portal was

categories,  TBW

declared the best website of the year.
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Qatar Airways launches
Airbus A340-600

Qatar Airways showcased the
Airbus A340-600 recently at the
Dubai International Airpart. A
press release said that the 266-
seat aircraft had facilities such
as dedicated first and business
classes and live television
beamed to every passenger’s
personal entertainment system.

Qatar Airways is the launch
customer of the High Gross
Weight version of the A340-600
‘which, at 75m long, is the world’s
longest passenger jet. Akbar al
Baker, chief executive officer,
Qatar Ainways, said, “This is &
wonderful aircraft that excels in
comfort and efficiency and T am
sure our customers will have an
enjoyable flying experience on
our long-haul routes.”

“We are flying the A310-600
on_ selecr sem’]es between

Networking schools

A portal by the Ministry of Education is a gateway to a new world

SHERA CHANDY

The lives of school students in Oman
will never be the same again.
Imagine a portal that will intimate
parents that their offspring has
bunked school or his grades have
slipped. Does that sound light years
away like the moon becoming a hot
tourist spot? But Oman doesn’t have
1o wait long for the portal.

‘The Ministry of Education will
introduce the portal from the next
academic year, encampassing about
200 government schools in Muscat
and Buraimi regions, said Khalid
Sulaiman al  Siyabi, director,
Information System Department,
Ministry of Education. And in the
next five years, all the 1,200 public
schools in the country will be
electronically networked. “The
portal which will be available in
English and Arabic, will enhance the
quality of education and automate
office work,” said Khali

The Ministry initiative targets
teachers, headmasters and the
school  administration; parents;
students and the community at
large. “Through a built-in_email
system, short messaging system or
audio or video or text chat, the

Khalid Sulaiman al Siyabi

teacher can interact with parents,
students and even their colleagues
in other regions.” The teacher’s
administrative duties will be consid-
erably reduced as an auto timetable
will generate the timetable and
marks will be posted on the portal,
dispensing with the report card.
And what is in it for the parents?
They can keep tabs on their child's
academic and extracurricular per-
formance. Details like the home
assignment set by the teacher and
the work that the child submitted,
will be available online. Notices
about school meetings or a problem
that the child is facing at school,
will be at their fingertips. Parents
who are looking at enrolling their
children in a school in a different
region will be able to apply through

the portal, instead of paying
innumerable visits to the school.

As for the students, "they will
enjoy the benefits of an e-learning
system and a virtual classtoom. A
chemistry lesson can come alive
online with an interactive practical
session,” said Khalid. The portal goes
beyond just offering a question bank
and games - it even updates parents
on the quizzes attempted by their
child and how he scored.

Apart from the benefits galore for
the end users, the tracking system of
the portal will help the Ministry as
well, “It will give us statistics and
information based on which we can
act. Now, ifwe have to select a village
for starting a school, details available
are foggy. But the vast amount of
data on the portal will aid the
decision-makers. It will also help us
detect any weakness in the system. If
there are two teachers teaching the
same subjectand the students under
the guidance of one teacher are
lagging behind, we will be able to
track what the teacher is doing
wrong. It will throw up flaws that
‘may be camoulaged duringa school
inspection,” he said. Speaking of the
vast databank that the portal is going
to be, a voluminous file on each

g
wikclik.comL
e

student, replete with health records
and other problems like adjustment
issues, will also be maintained.

Have there been any glitches in
this mammoth venture? Nothing
major so far, said Khalid, but the 50-
strong team working on the portal
realises that there could be a
resistance o change. Awareness and
training programmes have been
planned to combat that. One person
from each school will be trained in
May 2007 and then certified to
educate teachers, students and par-
ents. For now, the testing phase of
the portal has begun with teachers.

People will be able to access the
new portal through the Ministry’s
website. Those who don't have an
Internet connection, could make use
of interactive voice recognition to
procure information, They just need
to dial a number to get the required
information after mentioning their
user name and password. For
parents on the move, the portal will
keep them informed by sending an
SMS. Students may have to clean up
their act but the portal opens up a
whole new world for them.

TECHNO TALK
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Pact on e-education portal

® From Page 1

In the first phase, the project will cover 250 schools in two
regions of Al Buraimi (50 schools) and Muscat (200 schools), The
portal will consist of three parts: School Management System
(SMS); Leamning Management System (LMS) and Database
Management System (DMS).

For example, under the School Management System, all the
processes in the school will be automated. So if parents want (o
check the performance of their child, then they just have to log on
to the Intermet and trace the track record on the school database,

Similarly, it a stadent has bunked a class or is absent, then an
SMS will be sent to his parents on the mobile informing the stu-
dent's absence.

Teachers cun access the portal and use it as an e-tool 10 pre-
pare the Jessons and even share lessons with other teachers.

In casc u parent wants to transfer his child from one school to
another. he just has to fill in the online application and he will
receive confirmation about it on the phone.

Once the portal is connected to the civil services then even
recruitments will be done online, say officials of the Ministry of
Education,

The portal will have a web interfuce, interactive voice
response system and mobile SMS, All the schools will be provid-
ed high-speed ADSL internet connection by Omantel at a nomi-
nal cost of RO20 per month for unlimited usage.

Fahad M. Al Sharekh, chief executive officer of Sakhr
Software Co. said: “We are very grateful to the Sultanate of Oman
for allowing us to build this very advanced and very progressive
e-edlucation portal for the school system in Oman and for the
Ministry of Education.

Speaking about the system, Fahad said it was a very avant
garde solution and there had not been any implementation in any
other country in the Middle East of this magnitude,

“This kind of facility is probably available in Singapore,
California and now in Oman,” he said.

“We are going to dedicate all our staff and all our engineers
to make sure that this system works and it becomes a clear
example and a precedent for other countries to follow,” Fahad
said,

Muna Al Jardani, undersceretary of curriculum, Ministry of
Education, in her suid the project would definitely
help the different groups of students, parents, the community
and the Ministry of Education here.

“When we apply this kind of project. there will be fluency for
the administrative work and there will be a kind of updating the
knowledge of the students,” said Muna.

“For instance, some of the knowledge will be acceptable for
the students, while others may be useful for the parents and
some for teachers themselves. The textbooks can be transferred
electronically,” Muna pointed oul.

Talking about the infrastructure part, Muna said: “We have
the infrastructure for this. Each school has a computer lab and o
learning resource centre and we have established our schools,
may be 10 years ago, to meet this requirement. We even have the
data. We provided everything for this,”

Khalid Sulaiman Al Siyabi, director of information system

department, Ministry of Education, opined that the challeng
was huge but it was a step in the right direction for the future of
the education in Oman.

o o e et ot . i e e A |
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® The project promises to
‘ revolutionise school
education system in the
Sultanate

All interactions involving
| the ministry, teachers,
students, parents and
administrators to be

‘ conducted online

By Visvas Paul D. Karra

MUSCAT — Yahya bin Saud bin
Mansour Al Sulaimi, minister of educa-
tion. yesterday signed an agreement (o
set up a futuristic education ponal sys. Sull
tem, the first of its kind in the Middle of

Visit www.timesofoman.com o read epaper - the first in the region

“The agreement for the first phase of
this project was signed with Sakhr
Software Co, a Kuwaiti company, (0
build this unique e-education portal,
which promises (o revolutionise the
school  education system in the
Is of Sakhr Software are
East, excited about this project and said that

NOVEL PROJECT: Yahya bin Saud bin Mansour Al Sulaimi and Fahad M. Al
Sharekh signing the agreement yesterday. — ONA

All interactions between the min-
istry, teachers, students, parents and
administrators  will be  conducted
online, thus ensuring transparency, effi-

nd minimising errors and

Oman woukd be the first country in the
whole of the Middle East to implement
a system of this magnitude.

The o-portal is a very advanced way
of leaming and a hi-tech project that cienc:
envisages a web-based system, which  delays.
will comnect every school in the 11 The three-phase project will be
regions of the Sultanate to the Ministry completed in five years.
of Education via the internet. ® Continued on Page 6
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