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(Refinement of Gems) (The Camel)

Our country, the Sultanate of Oman, is character- The game of the female camel (Al Naqaa) is a beau-
ized by beautiful stones that attract attention with

their bright colours and breathtaking lustre due to
their biological nature. It contains many rocks that
are distinguished by their hardness, transparency,

tiful and popular game. It begins with making a
shape of a camel from the palm tree fronds by ty-
ing its front with ropes so that the player can ride it

and beauty. In this issue, we will talk about this and hold his camel. After that, he wraps it while he
wonderful craft: refinement of precious stones rides the camel with the rest of the players- around
such as diamonds and agate, and semi-precious the neighborhood houses in a joyful view. He re-
stones such as quartz. Omanis have always been peats with his companions these words happily:

interested in practicing this craft to this day in
the various Sultanates governorates, where these
stones are used in making jewellery or antiques
for adornment such as rings, necklaces, rosary
beads, etc. The jeweller needs, to make these

Nagoh Nagoh (the camel) Where is your mother?
Your mother walked to the wadi (valley); she brings
Sawadi date.
The players keep repeating these words until they

ornaments and antiques, some tools necessary to finish the game.
refine the stones, which are a piece of clean cloth, 3 L 3] _|$-| T *I'
| cutting board, and metal or glass polish. .
B Precious stones are polished as follows: \ ” i s ‘ ]
1.First, a clean cloth is placed on the cutting / ‘?_,e,.._h -
board. - -

2.Then, a small amount of metal cleaner (polish)is
added to the board’s centre.
3.Then, the stone is fixed and rubbed with the
polishing material.
4 After that, the stone is rubbed from all sides
more than once to be appropriately refined and

polished.
5.Finally, the polishing material is wiped off the
A stone to check the level of polishing.

DI T e




My Grandma's

Translation by: Rajaa Al-Lawatia
written by :Aisha Al-Fazari
Illustrations by :Aida El Khairiya

My grandmother told me a story about a funny beetle called “Khanfousa”, who often fell
victim to her ideas because she loved adventure, without considering the consequences.
Khanfoussa thought about marriage and came up with a strange idea, to sit in front of the
market’s gate to choose the right husband. Whenever someone passed by, and asked why
she was sitting there, she replied that she had decided to marry and was looking for her
dream knight. So, they offered her marriage one by one, but she refused princes, warriors,
and heroes, merchants, and workers.
She stayed like this for a time until a beautiful mouse called “Farfoor” passed by. On
proposing to her she agreed and said immediately, “ This mouse will be a wonderful hus-
band, his life will be prolonged, and his food/livelihood will increase; he is not a warrior
on the battlefield, nor a merchant whose trade will distract him from me, nor an arrogant
prince. He is just a poor mouse like me, who lives on others’ leftovers.

Khanfousa lived happily for a while until one day when she desired to eat porridge. When
she remembered that they did,not have the required ingredients in the house, her excite-

ment turned into disappointmen en Farfoor returned home he noticed her sadness

and asked, “Why are you sad?”

After Khanfousa had given Farfoor a detailed explanation, he replied, “ We must be con-
tent with what we have and be patient “ But | want porridge now”, she said. “Do you have
a solution? he asked. “ | think | have a great idea. Do you see that big house where some
rich people live? You must break into their food store, on the first day you bring flour, on
the second day the ghee, and on the third day the molasses, “Khanfousa answered.
Faefoor thought carefully about her suggestion and said, “ We have plenty of food so
there is no need to steal from others? “As Khanfousa left Farfoor no choice and put
pressure on him, he agreed to do it in order to please her. On the first day, he entered the
house in the early morning and waited for the maid to open the store door to prepare the
familys food. When she came and opened the door, Farfoor saw her busy in the kitchen.
So he hurried to the bag of flour, spoiled it, and left. When she came and saw the mouses
remains in the flour, she carried the bag, and threw it into the garbage container. Farfoor
was watching carefully. When she had gone, he hurried to get the flour needed for mak-
ing the porridge. The next day, he did the same thing, and got into the ghee bowl and
spoiled it, then the maid came, threw the bowl into the container while threatening the
mouse with a severe punishment. Farfoor returned and carried his need of ghee. On the
third day, Farfoor returned and searched for molasses. When he saw it, he was happy,
and hurried to throw himself into the molasses tank (a metal can); to spoil it. Sadly, he
got stuck inside, drowned in molasses, and died without anyone noticing him. Khanfousa
waited for Farfoor for days, but he never showed up. So she searched for him until she
found him dead in the molasses by the trash container.She mourned him with great grief,
and regretted her bad decision.






