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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Listening 1 (Items 1 — 10) (10 marks)

You are going to hear a radio programme about wildfires in California.
Listen, and for each item shade in the bubble ((O) next to the correct option.

1.  The series of wildfires began to spread through Los Angeles on

O January 7
O January 22
O June 20

2. The Palisades Fire started in

O San Gabriel Mountains
O Pasadena
O Malibu

3. The Palisades Fire burned over acres of land.

O 10,000
O 14,000
O 23,000

4. The Eaton Fire led to deaths.

O 12
O 17
O 29

5. The deadliest fire in California’s history is the Fire.
O Eaton

O Camp
O Palisades

Do not write in this space



Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session

Academic Year: 2024/2025

Listening 1 (continued)

6. The primary factor contributing to the increase in wildfires is the

O  sparks from vehicles
O hot, dry, and windy weather

) poor forest management

7. During Los Angeles hottest summer in 130 years it

O received a lot of rain
O had no wildfires

O only got 4 millimeters of rain

8. According to the speaker, the health impacts of wildfires are

O increased skin problems
O increased death rates

O reduced stress and anxiety

9. California planned to improve wildfire detection by using

O more firefighters
O advanced technology

O improved power lines

10. The speaker believes that can prevent future wildfires.

O enhancing early detection systems
O building fewer homes in fire prone areas

O taking action against climate change

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Listening 2 (Items 11 - 20) (10 marks)

You are going to hear ten short texts. Listen, and answer the questions. Make your answers as
brief as possible. You will hear each text TWICE.

11. What time will the Soccer Club meeting start?

12. Which conference is Anne attending?

13. When would the customer prefer the furniture to be delivered?

14. What does Tom suggest as a possible alternative source of energy?

15. What does Ahmed dislike most about the room?

16. Which activity helped Salim to lose more weight?

Do not write in this space
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Academic Year: 2024/2025

Listening 2 (continued)

17. Why could not Mike place his order online?

18. What will Bob and Rachel do to help their son, Jason?

19. Which part of the phone is giving Mariam problems?

20. Who was supposed to go with Khalid for the scholarship?

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading 1 (Items 21 - 30) (10 marks)
Read the following report. Then complete the task.

The Battle to Save Tsum Language

Tsum is a language from the subgroup of Tibetic languages spoken by the Tsum people
mainly in the Tsum Valley of the Gorka District of Nepal. The language is also known as
Tsumke. Tsum has been passed down orally for generations and has no written form.

Tsum began to fade in the 1990s when the Nepali government made Nepali the only
official language of instruction in schools. As a result, children were taught in Nepali, and
the use of Tsum declined. Many parents stopped teaching their children Tsum to help
them avoid ridicule. By 2010, Tsum almost disappeared from daily life, being spoken
only by a few elders in official ceremonies. The loss of Tsum reflects a broader loss of
culture. As children stopped speaking the language, they also lost their connection to
their heritage.

The fight to preserve Tsum has become a personal mission for many, including 76-year-old
Thakur Gurung, who is determined to save the language from disappearing. In 2021, a
team of linguists from Kathmandu University launched an effort to save Tsum. They worked
with Thakur Gurung to record 100 hours of stories in Tsum, including traditional tales,
animal herding chants, and weather-related stories passed down through generations.
The linguists also created a digital dictionary with 1,500 Tsum words, each paired with
audio recordings and illustrations to help preserve the language.

One of the most innovative projects developed was Tsum Talk, a mobile app designed to
engage younger generations. The app includes games, quizzes, and augmented reality
(AR) features that allow users to point their phones at the sky and hear Tsum words
describing clouds, stars, and storms. Since its launch, the app has been downloaded
by over 500 users, including travellers and relatives of Tsum speakers living outside the
region. The app has made learning Tsum more accessible and appealing to a wider
audience.

Despite these positive developments, not everyone believes that technology is the
key to saving the language. Some villagers, like shopkeeper Rajiv Shrestha, 38, argue
that Tsum is impractical for the modern job market. “Tsum won't pay for my daughter’s
medical books. Few people speak it, it isn't used in offices. It just doesn’t have a place in
today’s world,” he said. Many elders also worry that modern technology will dilute the
language'’s cultural significance.

Do not write in this space



Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading 1 (continued)

A breakthrough came in July 2023 when the Nepali government declared Tsum a
national treasure and allocated $200,000 for its preservation. The funding will train
teachers to teach Tsum in schools, create illustrated children’s books, and establish a
Tsum Cultural Center in Chhekampar. Thakur Gurung has also started holding weekly
language classes under an ancient tree, where children learn Tsum phrases from the
elders. His granddaughter, 8-year-old Maya, is one of the young learners who uses the
Tsum Talk app to memorize traditional songs. “l sing zungri to the sunrise,” she says,
smiling with excitement.

Today, there are over 4000 speakers of Tsum, known as Tsumpas. However, more funding
should be allocated to the development of cultural centres and language immersion
programmes, where both children and adults can connect with their heritage.

Task: Answer the questions. Make your answers as brief as possible.

21. How is the Tsum language passed down through generations?

22. When did the decline of the Tsum language begin?

23. Why did many parents stop teaching their children Tsum language?

24. What did the linguists from Kathmandu University do to help preserve Tsum? (List one)

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading 1 (continued)

25. How many Tsum words were recorded for preservation?

26. What features are included in the Tsum Talk app? (List one)

27. Why is Tsum seen by some as impractical for modern jobs? (List one)

28. What did the Nepali government do to help preserve Tsum in 20237 (List one)

29. How has Thakur Gurung helped teach Tsum language to children?

30. What is the writer's opinion on the preservation of the Tsum language?

Do not write in this space
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Reading 2 (Items 31 - 40) (10 marks)
Read the following article. Then complete the task.

Genetic Engineering: Potentials and Serious Risks

Genetic engineering is a revolutionary technology that allows scientists to change the
DNA of living organisms to modify their traits. Since it was first developed in the 1970s,
genetic engineering has brought significant advancements in medicine, agriculture,
and conservation. However, it also raises important concerns about ethics, health, and
the environment.

The first genetically modified organism (GMO) was created in 1973 when scientists
changed the DNA of a bacterium. By the late 1980s, they started experimenting with
animals, and by the 1990s, scientists began to modify plants. In 1994, the first genetically
modified (GM) food, a tomato, was sold. Since then, genetic engineering has helped
improve agriculture by creating crops that are resistant to pests, diseases, and extreme
weather. For example, Bt cotton produces its own insecticide, reducing the need for
harmful chemical pesticides, therefore helping the environment. Some GM crops, like
Golden Rice, are even designed to have higher nutritional value, such as extra Vitamin
A to prevent blindness in developing countries, which can greatly improve worldwide
nutrition. These innovations can also help reduce hunger globally.

Genetic engineering has also played a key role in protecting endangered species.
Cloning, a form of genetic engineering, has been used to help save animals at risk of
extinction. In 2020, scientists successfully cloned a black-footed ferret, which helped
increase the animal’s genetic diversity and supported efforts to save the species. This
technology could be crucial in protecting other endangered animals in the future.

In humans, genetic engineering started as an expensive and unpopular option, but it
has gained attention, especially in wealthier countries. One example is the creation of
genetically modified bananas that can deliver vaccines for diseases like cholera and
hepatitis. Genetic engineering also helped develop COVID-19 vaccines, such as those
from Pfizer and Moderna. Additionally, scientists are exploring ways to eliminate harmful
genes, like the BRCA-1 gene linked to breast cancer, through genetic engineering. In
the future, this technology could be used to prevent diseases caused by insects, such
as malaria and dengue fever.

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading 2 (continued)

Despite its many benefits, genetic engineering also presents significant challenges
and risks. One primary concern is the ecological impact of GMOs. For instance, there
is a risk that genetically engineered plants or animals could become invasive in new
environments. These organisms might have traits that allow them to grow or reproduce
faster than natural species, leading to the displacement of native species and disruptions

in local ecosystems.

Moreover, the widespread use of GMOs raises concerns about food safety. While
many studies have shown that GM crops are safe to eat, some critics argue that there
may be long-term health risks, such as new allergies or unintended effects on human
genetics. The introduction of genetically modified foods into the market without full
public knowledge or regulation may also undermine consumer trust. The long-term
environmental effects of GMOs are still not fully understood, and there is concern
about the irreversible changes they could bring.

Another issue is the ethical debate surrounding genetic engineering, particularly in
humans. While the technology holds the promise of eliminating genetic disorders, it
also raises questions about the extent to which humans should interfere with nature. The
idea of "designer babies," where parents could choose specific traits like intelligence
or physical appearance, challenges traditional ethical boundaries. For example, in
2004, the first baby was born using genetic engineering to prevent genetic disorders.
More recently, CRISPR gene-editing has raised concerns about enhancing traits like
intelligence. Additionally, the prospect of using genetic engineering to extend human
lifespan could lead to overpopulation, placing huge pressure on resources such as
food, water, and healthcare.

In the future, genetic engineering canimprove lives if the focus is on balancing innovation
with caution, ensuring that it benefits all of humanity and does not create new problems.
It is crucial to continue monitoring the long-term effects of this technology to ensure it

does more good than harm.

Do not write in this space
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Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading 2 (continued)

Task: For each item, shade in the bubble ((O) next to the correct option.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

The first genetically modified organism was developed in

O 1973
O 1980
O 1990

Modified organisms are generally used to advance

O the health of babies
O agricultural plants
O ethical debates

Bt cotton helps the environment because it

O requires fewer chemical treatments
O produces its own fertilizers

O grows faster than regular cotton

The main benefit of Golden Rice is it

O helps improve taste
O s resistant to pests

O helps improve global nutrition

Genetic engineering can reduce

O hunger

O overpopulation
O lifespan

Do not write in this space
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by improving crops quality.
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session

Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading 2 (continued)

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Cloning a black-footed ferret helped to of the species.

O increase the genetic diversity
O create a new population

O prevent diseases from affecting some

Genetically modified bananas aim to protect against

O cancer
O malaria
O cholera

Some people are worried about GMOs in agriculture because they

O are not as nutritious as non-GM crops
O  might cause new allergies or health risks

(O are more expensive for farmers to grow

The ethical concern raised by genetic engineering in humans is the

O potential extinction of species
O creation of designer babies

O reduction in the need for vaccines

The writer believes that genetic engineering should be

O banned due to its potential risks
O used without any restrictions

O used with constant monitoring

Do not write in this space
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Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading/Writing (10 marks)
Consider the following charts. Then complete the task.
Number of Al Platforms Users in 2025 Worldwide
Replika
Midjourney
Microsoft Bing Al 100
Chat GPT 100
0 20 40 60 80 100 (Millions)

Why Al is used

Entertainment
17%

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session

Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading/Writing (continued)

Task: Write a summary of the information contained in the chart.

Do not write more than 100 words.

Your writing should be clear, concise, and accurate.

The Use of Al Worldwide in 2025

Do not write in this space
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Academic Year: 2024/2025

Reading/Writing (continued)

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Writing (20 marks)

Answer either A or B. Write your answer in the space provided.
You should write at least 150 words.

EITHER:

Situation: Imagine that you are Mr. Ali and you recently booked a flight with SkyAir
Airlines.

A. Write an email to the airline’s customer service manager about your negative
experience. In your email:

— explain the problems you faced during your journey
— express your disappointment with the airline’s service
— suggest improvements

OR:

Situation:Imagine that you are Khalid, and your friend Omar is planning to join a gym.He
asked your advice about good and affordable gyms in your area.

B. Write an email to your friend Omar. In your email:

- suggest some good gyms with discounts or offers
— explain the facilities and services they provide

— advise him on the best membership plans

Option: (Indicate here which option you have chosen.)

Do not write in this space
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Writing (continued)

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - First Session

Academic Year: 2024/2025

Writing (continued)

[ End of Examination ]

Do not write in this space
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LISTENING 1 (10 mks)

1. @ January 7 6. < sparks from vehicles
O January 22 @ hot, dry, and windy weather
<O June 20 O  poor forest management
2. O San Gabriel Mountains 7. O received a lot of rain
O Pasadena O  had no wildfires
@ Malibu @ only got 4 millimeters of rain
3. © 10,000 8. @ increased skin problems
O 14,000 O increased death rates
@ 23,000 O reduced stress and anxiety
4. O 12 9. O more firefighters
@ 17 @ advanced technology
o 29 o improved power lines
5. O Eaton 10. O enhancing early detection systems
® Camp o building fewer homes in fire prone
areas
o Palisades @ taking action against climate
change

Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.
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LISTENING 2 (10 mks\ff\‘;:q\“ sy
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11. 7:30 pm/seven-thirty/half past seven 16. playing football

12. TED 17. problems with the server
13. weekend 18. take over his loan

14. solar 19. power button

15. noise coming through the walls/noise from 20. his cousin

next door

Notes: One mark each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be
clearly and convincingly correct.

READING 1 (10 mks)

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

orally /by speaking only

1990s with Nepali as the official language in
schools

protect them from ridicule

Recorded stories and chants /digital
dictionary (audio) with illustrations

1,500

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

AR features , games, quizzes

won't pay for students’ medical book Few
people speak it / isn’'t used in offices/it doesn'’t
have place in today’s world

Funding for teaching and creating
book/declared Tsum a natural
treasure/allocated $200,000 for its
preservation

teaching phrases and songs/ started holiday
weekly classes

preservation is important/ more funding
should be allocated

Notes: One mark each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be

clearly and convincingly correct.




Diploma, RGOTC, Sem. 2, 24/25, 15 Session: Marking Guit{g

:’) N7
/e LAY
{ SAINSEDUD
| e e D A
e i
oy

page 3 of 6

D~
READING 2 (10 mks) o=~

31. @ 1973 36. @ increase the genetic diversity
O 1980 O create a new population
<O 1990 O prevent diseases from affecting some
32. O the health of babies 37. O cancer
@ agricultural plants O malaria
O ethical debates @ cholera
33. O requires fewer chemical treatments | 38. < are not as nutritious as non-GM crops
@ produces its own fertilizers @ might cause new allergies or health risks
O grows faster than regular cotton o @aremore expensive for farmers to grow
34. O helps improve taste 39. O potential extinction of species
O is resistant to pests @ creation of designer babies
@ helps improve global nutrition O reduction in the need for vaccines
35. @ hunger 40. O banned due to its potential risks
O overpopulation O used without any restrictions
O lifespan @ used with constant monitoring

Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.
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Task achievement very good

All important points included

Clear, orderly grouping and sequencing
Almost entirely own words

Task achievement good

Almost all important points included
Grouping and sequencing reasonably clear
Largely own words

Task achievement uneven

Some important points not included

Attempts at grouping and sequencing, but not very successful
Some reliance on copying

Task achievement limited

Several important points not included
Limited sense of clarity and order
Reliance on copying

Task achievement very limited
Many important points not included
Obvious lack of clarity and order
Heavy reliance on copying

No attempt at the task:

EITHER Completely irrelevant. OR Text simply copied straight from the question paper
OR No writing at all, or not written in English ~ OR Complete nonsense

Notes:

This task should be marked for language, not content, but (as noted above) if the
content is entirely irrelevant to the task, a mark of zero should be awarded.

However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only
partly relevant, then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded.

Count the words and indicate when the 100-word limit has been reached. Students
should not be assessed on anything they have written after this limit, but should not
be penalised for exceeding it.

SEE ALSO: ‘ARRIVING AT FINAL SCORES’ on page 6 of this Marking Guide.




// ))’Q}j‘) wJ) ‘}

| SEppaes
Diploma, RGOTC, Sem. 2, 24/25, 15t Session: Marking Gum‘%c‘:f o /‘ page 5 of 6
, N/
WRITING (20 mks) ="
LANGUAGE (10 mks) TASK ACHIEVEMENT (10 mks)
— Message to the intended reader(s) is very clear.
— Uses a good range of structures, with — Writing clearly succeeds in achieving its intended
10 few grammatical errors. purpose.
— Makes appropriate and correct use of a — The points made by the writer are logically
good range of vocabulary. organised and very clear.
— Writing has reasonable success in achieving its
— Grammar is reasonably correct, but intended purpose.
8 rather limited in range. — Discusses the topic reasonably well, but use of
— Uses a reasonable range of vocabulary, supporting arguments is not fully effective.
mostly in an appropriate way. — The points made by the writer are reasonably well
organized and mostly clear.
— There are quite frequent grammatical — Writing has pe.art.ly ach|.eved its intended purp 0.58'
. . — Expresses opinions with some use of supporting
inaccuracies. o s
6 . arguments, but only in a limited way.
— Vocabulary is generally used . : .
T a—— — The writer makes an attempt to organise his/her
pprop o g9e. points, but this is only partly effective.
— Wiriting only has very limited success in achieving
— There are frequent serious grammatical its intended purpose.
4 errors, which sometimes obscure meaning. | — Makes an attempt to discuss the topic, but the result
— Vocabulary is very limited in range and is unconvincing and clearly inadequate.
some words are wrongly used. — Weak organization makes it difficult to follow the
points being made by the writer.
- T g use s ey mtea |~ 1TSS e o e e it P
and/or distorted. P pic. very
2 |_ Vocabulary is extremely limited and man relevant content
N y y — The points made by the writer are confused and
words are wrongly used. L
disjointed.
0 No attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant. (Completely unrelated to the topic)
OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English. OR Complete nonsense.
SEE ALSO: ‘ARRIVING AT FINAL SCORES’ on page 6 of this Marking Guide.
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ARRIVING AT FINAL scomﬁ\-”;‘/’

LISTENING & READING sections: In these two sections, all student responses are of the objectively-
marked, right-or-wrong type. So there should never be any discrepancies in the marks awarded.

There are two different procedures for ensuring that no such discrepancies occur:

1) No action required: With (machine-marked) ‘multiple choice’ items (LST 1, RDG 2),
discrepancies are automatically excluded by the ePen marking system.

2) Action required: With ‘short answer’ items (LST 2, RDG 1), there may be (accidental)
discrepancies in the scores awarded by the two markers. The Supervisor/ Adjudicator should be
on the lookout for any such discrepancies. (Note: This is now done automatically by the ePen
marking system.). If they occur, read the students’ response and award the correct mark.

READING/ WRITING & WRITING sections: In these two sections, student responses are

independently marked by two markers using their judgement (based on the wording of the Rating Scale
provided). As a result, differences may sometimes occur between the two scores awarded.

In such cases, there are two possible procedures:

1) Acceptable differences: If — as in most cases — the difference between the two scores is
small, i.e. just one level, the Supervisor/Adjudicator is not required to read the student’s
response. He/She should simply use the mathematical average of the two scores.(*See
below) (Note: This is now done automatically by the ePen marking system.)

2) Unacceptable differences: However, if the difference between the two scores is substantial,
i.e. more than one level, the Supervisor/Adjudicator should read the student’s response and,
after due consideration, decide on an appropriate mark.

CALCULATION OF AVERAGES:

READING & WRITING WRITING WRITING
(Summary) (Language) (Task Achievement)
Pair of . Pair of . Pair of :
Final score Final score Final score

scores scores scores

10/8 9 10/8 9 10/8 9

8/6 7 8/6 7 8/6 7

6/4 5 6/4 5 6/4 5

4/2 3 4/2 3 4/2 3

2/0 1 2/0 1 2/0 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: As in previous years, individual markers should only award the marks specified
in the relevant Rating Scale* (as in ‘pair of scores’ above). ‘In-between marks’ (as in ‘final score’ above)
can only be awarded when two (differing) individual marks are combined by the Supervisor/ Adjudicator.
[* Note: This means that, even though the computer screen shows all the possible final scores,
individual markers should only use those scores which are mentioned in the scale.]




Sl ougaillg puliall j4p0

The Center for Educational Assessment
and Measurement (CEAM)

F T
Ol eis)
P CE g P e
Twrt o A )gk)()(}

eLzll p.;J.z‘dl €9L’° Oloiel
(d=l)) doLS) dud) Sle] %;LL:LHJI wyd] s
pYYO/YevE - & VEEV/VEET (quly] el.sz.U - QU 5ol - G (qulyW) Juad]

Olele &M DY o o
N Byl § DY) o

English Language :35W) o
Adodio (V1) § il e

H- 0]
:
-~

¥y Tales cailoxtal 85 @il (oo ST Gl oz
GBIb dalug i dis Jgsus 929 « Bran pdy Blid (Fady
DY e slgtY) azy dislll

& Loy plell pulsl] pobd Slloxtel Byls] baslgdy iVl oy
SlehoVly julal) clo,=s Julgall ody) dddle dls olgiue
YV0 [ OM 635 &3l3el AL lade (osaill Glshslly
GV el ol AL Slowzal) il (s Dl puizll ey
.(05,‘»;3” ‘9i

Jelbay saszze (e Hlas¥l dlzul (s LoVl pudill psdy

13V gdgadl 385 () Ul

(oo Oloe dalw dsole

Lol O e O

cbol O3 hiw. @B

e

wiss pployl o)l plascaly () JSa)) Jlbss oy :dlaoMo

sl ely2Y Dlisy prasl dasdl

dogoe Oloudss

sy oo JBVI e 3B siie U Oloaal) deB ] ssamdl
Ol ()

Oblally gelall Lajlials dsgll Cos bs Jool jlas]
(OsSIl daSUl o1 pably eland! dalasall) s3lb phd¥l o
22 00 gl S ge Gltiegy ¢ SR gouldl g3l
Oloaiil] gaaz e gigs cplell 3ol ph¥l b iy onslesl
Ol GleBy 5S,b) Jsls G £lus))

JYI slad) 85800y DY) ilga)) Glehol usaekl e sy
LS 43yl Olells duassll Cowlssdly poatl 9Ty
Sl Casally CMlexbls du el daall OIS dalsd] OV
5l Bolodl CVs dygudl CSlasdly I, Sills 3y dcwlyul)
Oloaa¥l BYe & o5 Sy lgs g O LT Al

Jlsb 3S,0 dsls Giaad) OlslyaY JlaaYl gomedl Js o
Ol bl




Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - Second Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

Lousuas o \ c’ésg.eu.c’ y




aoeds siy} ul 9314m jou oQ
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Listening 1(ltems 1 — 10) (10 marks)

You are going to hear a talk about Mark Cavendish, a famous cyclist.
Listen, and for each item shade in the bubble ((O) next to the correct option.

1. Cavendish was skilled at various sports in his youth, but his true passion was
O football

O rugby
O cycling

2. By the time he was 15, Cavendish

(O turned to mountain biking
(O won the British National Road Race

O won the Junior Tour of Ireland

3. Cavendish joined team to start his professional career.
O Sky
(O High Road
O  Quick-Step

4. Cavendish was known as the greatest sprinter because he won
O the Milan-San Remo Race

(O 34 stages of the Tour de France
O a gold medal in 2009

5. The was the significant success Cavendish reached in 2011.

(O Milan-San Remo
(O Tour of Flanders
(O World Road Race Championship

Do not write in this space
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Listening 1 (continued)

10.

Cavendish was initially excluded from the 2021 Tour de France because

O ofinjury
(O his team did not select him
O ofillness

During the 2023 Tour de France Cavendish

(O had a serious accident
(O made an amazing comeback

O retired from cycling

Cavendish won his 35t stage of the Tour de France in

O 2022
O 2023
O 2024

Cavendish won his last race in in 2024.
O Belgium

(O Singapore

O Oman

Cavendish retired from professional cycling because of

O injuries
(O problems with other sprinters

O lack of sponsorship

Do not write in this space
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Listening 2 (Items 11 - 20) (10 marks)

You are going to hear ten short texts. Listen, and answer the questions. Make your answers as
brief as possible.

11. What time does the art lesson start?

12. Which city has been chosen to host the 2020 Olympic Games?

13. When was the car manufactured?

14. What bill did Martin forget to pay?

15. What is the population of the Tristan da Cunha?

16. Where was Avatar: The Way of Water filmed?

17. What is Paul finding difficult in class?

18. Why is the library closed today?

19. What kind of food did the man choose for the event?

20. Who will meet Peter at the airport?

Do not write in this space
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Reading 1 (Items 21 - 30) (10 marks)

Read the following article. Then complete the task.

Beavers: Ecosystem Engineers

PRAGUE (June, 2025) —In aremarkable turn of events, beavers in the Czech Republic have
accidentally saved taxpayers an estimated $1.2 million, demonstrating that sometimes
nature works more efficiently than human projects. A long-delayed dam project has
been effectively replaced by a series of beaver-built dams, showcasing the remarkable
engineering skills of these industrious animals.

The original plan was to build a dam on the Klabava River near the town of Brdy. The
dam was meant to protect the river from pollution and safeguard endangered species,
such as the crayfish. However, the project faced constant delays due to land ownership
issues. Officials had trouble negotiating the land for the dam, and since the project was
first introduced in 2018, it had not moved forward. During this time, beavers living along
the river took matters into their own paws.

The beavers built multiple dams along the Klabava River in the Brdy Nature Reserve.
These dams created a wetland almost five acres in size, which was double the area the
original human-made dam was supposed to cover. The beavers’ work helped solve the
problem of polluted water, preventing runoff from nearby ponds from reaching the river.
Their dams also protected the endangered crayfish, which were at risk due to the water
pollution.

“Nature took its course,” commented Bohumil Fiser, head of the Brdy Protected
Landscape Area. He praised the beavers for their quick and effective work. He noted
that the beavers had created ideal environmental conditions in just a short amount of
time. The Czech Nature Conservation Agency confirmed that the beavers’ efforts saved
the government a large amount of money while meeting the original environmental
goals of the dam project.

This situation is a perfect example of how beavers are "ecosystem engineers." These
animals are known for their ability to build dams using rocks, mud, and wood. The ponds
created by beavers provide valuable habitats for many species. These include small
insects, fish, and larger animals such as herons, moose, and bison. Beaver ponds help to
increase biodiversity by creating new and diverse environments.

Beyond supporting diverse ecosystems, beaver dams offer a wealth of environmental
benefits. They act as natural firebreaks, slowing the spread of wildfires; function as carbon
sinks, trapping and storing carbon; and provide natural flood control by regulating water
flow.

Do not write in this space
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Reading 1 (continued)

Their dams also improve water quality. For example, in 2014, researchers in Oregon
found that beaver dams outperformed a multi-million-dollar stormwater treatment
facility. The beavers’ ponds filtered nearly twice as many pollutants, showing the value
of these natural water purifiers.

Another example of beavers helping the environment occurred after the Sharps Fire
in Idaho in 2012. After the fire, most of the area was left burned and barren, but the
valleys where beavers lived remained lush and green. The beavers’ ponds helped to
keep the soil moist and healthy, contrasting with the damaged land around them.

However, beavers can sometimes cause flooding or damage crops, their positive
impact on the environment is becoming more recognized. Some of their dams, such
as the one in Wood Buffalo National Park in Canada, are incredibly large, stretching
up to 2,000 feet (about seven football fields). These impressive structures show how
beavers can dramatically change their surroundings and benefit both wildlife and
human communities.

Task: Answer the questions. Make your answers as brief as possible.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

How much did beavers in the Czech Republic help save?

Where was the planned dam supposed to be built?

Who delayed the dam project?

When was the dam project first introduced?

What is one of the main roles of beavers as described in the text?

Do not write in this space
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Reading 1 (continued)

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

What species, other than crayfish, could benefit from beaver ponds?

What are the environmental benefits do beaver dams offer? (List one)

What happened to beavers’ valleys after the Sharps Fire in Idaho in 20127

How large can some beaver dams be?

What is the writer's opinion about natural beaver dams?

Do not write in this space
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Reading 2 (Items 31 - 40) (10 marks)

Read the following article. Then complete the task.

Coconut Fueling: A Renewable Energy Revolution

In recent years, coconuts have found a new role in Papua New Guinea (PNG) as a
renewable energy source, especially on Karkar Island in Madang Province. Historically,
coconuts have been a vital part of the local economy, but over the years, their market
value has dropped. This is primarily due to shifting global trade dynamics and growing
competition from other oils such as palm and soybean. As a result, many farmers
have been left with overproduction, growing coconuts despite the low market price.
However, the development of coconut biodiesel is opening new life into the industry
by providing a sustainable and cost-effective alternative to traditional fossil fuels. This
shift not only meets local energy needs but also promises to bring both economic and

environmental benefits to the region.

The idea of using coconut oil as an alternative fuel is not entirely new to PNG. During
the 1990s civil war, coconut oil was used as a fuel by revolutionary forces, showcasing
its potential as a sustainable energy resource. While this early use demonstrated the
adaptability of coconut oil, it is modern-day efforts, such as those led by the Kulili
plantation on Karkar Island, that truly highlight its viability. The Kulili plantation, owned
by the Australian Middleton family, has been producing coconut-based biofuel since
2007 and it had significantly expanded its operations to meet growing demand by
2010. With a monthly output of approximately 50,000 liters, the plantation is making
a significant contribution to reducing PNG's reliance on imported fuel. In fact, the
plantation now produces 700,000 liters of biodiesel annually, and this fuel is used to
power various vehicles and generators, including those at the island's hospitals and

schools.

The process of making coconut biodiesel is both simple and innovative. It starts with
copra, the dried white flesh of the coconut. This copra is shredded and pressed to
extract coconut oil, which is then mixed with lye and alcohol to trigger a chemical
reaction that converts the oil into biodiesel. This resulting biodiesel can be used in its
pure form or blended with regular diesel. One of the major advantages of coconut
biodiesel is that it does not require modifications to existing diesel engines, making it
a highly practical alternative fuel option for many regions.

Do not write in this space
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Reading 2 (continued)

Despite the potential of coconut biodiesel, there are several challenges that must be
addressed if this initiative is to grow and succeed. Financial barriers remain a significant
obstacle, as scaling up production requires substantial investment. Furthermore,
logistical challenges in distributing fuel across PNG's remote regions make it difficult
to supply the entire population, especially on islands like Karkar. The island is home to
about 500,000 people, and while the Middleton family’s efforts are admirable, the full
potential of coconut biodiesel cannot be realized without broader government and

community support.

The technical side of biodiesel production also presents difficulties. Maintaining
consistent fuel quality and efficiency is essential for the long-term success of the
initiative, and this will require ongoing research and development. To assist with
this, the PNG University of Technology (Unitech) is conducting research to explore
the scalability of the project and its broader feasibility. If successful, it could lead to
significant socioeconomic benefits, including increased employment opportunities in
rural areas and reduced fuel import costs. However, the lack of concrete support from
the Madang government has made it challenging to expand the project as quickly as
hoped.

The future of coconut biodiesel in PNG looks promising, but it requires a concerted
effort from both the government and the private sector to overcome the financial,
logistical, and technical challenges it faces. If these challenges are addressed, coconut
biodiesel could become a central resource for PNG and other Pacific nations, helping
them achieve greater energy independence and contribute to global renewable energy

goals.

Task: For each item, shade in the bubble ((O) next to the correct option.

31.

The value of coconuts in PNG markets declined because of

(O overproduction of coconuts
O competition from other oils

O lack of interest from local farmers

Do not write in this space
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Reading 2 (continued)

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

PNG demonstrated the use of coconut oil as an alternative fuel during the

O sustainability movement
O civil war

O introduction of palm oil

The Kulili plantation has been producing coconut-based biofuel since

O 1990
O 2007
O 2010

The Kulili plantation produces liters of coconut biodiesel annually.

O 50,000
O 500,000
O 700,000

The major benefit of coconut biodiesel for Karkar Island is it

O can be mixed into diesel fuel
O is exported to international markets

O replaces all imported fuels

The primary ingredient used to make coconut biodiesel is

O fresh coconut milk
(O copra, the dried white flesh of the coconut

O coconut shells

Do not write in this space
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Reading 2 (continued)

37. The coconut biodiesel production research in PNG is conducted by the

(O private sector
(O Madang government
(O University of Technology (Unitech)

aoeds siy3 ul 931um J0u oq

38. The expansion of coconut biodiesel could

O increase fuel import costs
(O decrease employment opportunities

O reduce fuel import costs

39. The main challenge faced by the coconut biodiesel industry in PNG is the

O lack of government funding
O lack of socio economic benefits

O logistical difficulties

40. The writer believes that is necessary for the success of coconut biodiesel.

(O more research into fossil fuel alternatives
(O government and private sector collaboration

O reducing coconut biodiesel production

Do not write in this space
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Reading/Writing

(10 marks)

Consider the following charts on US Generation Z's use of social media. Then complete the

task.

US Generation Z's Use of Social Media

Less than
More than 1 hour
5 hours 10.7%
16.5%

Average Time Spent by US Gen Z’s per Day on Social Media 2025

YouTube

25.7%

TikTok

25.0%

20.0%

32
<
o

46%

&
©°
~
] ;

Social Media Platforms Used the Most by US Gen Z 2025

£
pd
o
.|
®
=

Linkedin
| 0.5%
Quora
J o4

Facebook

Do not write in this space
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Reading/Writing (continued)

Task: Write a summary of the information contained on the chart.

Do not write more than 100 words.

Your writing should be clear, concise and accurate.

US Generation Z's Use of Social Media 2025

Do not write in this space
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Reading/Writing (continued)

Do not write in this space

13



Diploma, English, Royal Guard, Semester Two - Second Session Academic Year: 2024/2025

WRITING (20 marks)

Answer either A or B. Write your answer in the space provided.
You should write at least 150 words.

EITHER:

A.

B.

Situation: Imagine that you are Mr. Salim, and you recently enrolled in an online
course from EduMaster Academy.

Write an email to the course coordinator about technical issues and poor course
content. In your email:

- explain the problems with the course
- express dissatisfaction with the support teams

- suggest improvements

Situation: Imagine that you are Ali, and your brother Hassan is planning a vacation
but has a limited budget.

Write an email to your brother Hassan to give him suggestions on affordable and
enjoyable travel destinations: In your email:

- recommend travel agencies or websites with good deals
- suggest budget-friendly destinations

- suggest ways on saving money while traveling

Option: (Indicate here which option you have chosen.)

Do not write in this space
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Writing (continued)

Do not write in this space
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Writing (continued)

[ End of Examination ]

Do not write in this space
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LISTENING 1 (10 mks)

1. O football 6. O ofinjury
O rugby @ his team did not select him
@ cycling O of illness
2. O turned to mountain biking 7. @& had a serious accident
& won the British National Road Race <O made an amazing comeback
<O won the Junior Tour of Ireland O  retired from cycling
3. O Sky 8. O 2022
& High Road O 2023
O Quick-Step @ 2024
4. O the Milan-San Remo Race 9. <O Belgium
@ 34 stages of the Tour de France & Singapore
O a gold medal in 2009 <O Oman
5. O Milan-San Remo 10. @ injuries
O Tour of Flanders O problems with other sprinters
& World Road Race Championship O lack of sponsorship

Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.
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LISTENING 2 (10 mk

. \‘go\,\;"j»/
11. 2.30pm/two thirty/half past two . New Zea

12. Tokyo 17. spelling and reading
13. 2018/ two thousand eighteen/twenty eighteen | 18. updating the computer network
14. water 19. ltalian

15. 250/ two fifty /two hundred fifty 20. his sister

Notes: One mark each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be
clearly and convincingly correct.

READING 1 (10 mks)

21. $ 1.2 million 26. fish / insects / herons / bison / moose
22. Klabava River/town of Brdy 27. Fire-breaks / flood control / carbon
sinks / prevent run-off from reaching
rivers
23. land owners 28. Remained lush and green
24. 2018 29. 2000 feet / 7 football fields
25. Solving problem of polluted water / 30. Essential - can outperform human
creating wetland habitat for many dams / benefit wildlife and human
species / protecting endangered communities/incredibly
species/build dams using rocks/ large/impressive structures
increase biodiversity

Notes: One mark each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be
clearly and convincingly correct.
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READING 2 (10 mksX\\\ 7’

) 7\ 2 B,
N
31. O overproduction of coconuts 36. O fresh ut milk
g . copra, the dried white flesh of the
@ competition from other oils [ coconut
O lack of interest from local farmers O coconut shells
32. O sustainability movement 37. O private sector
& civil war O  the Madang government
O Introduction of palm oil & University of Technology (Unitech)
33. O 1990 38. O increase fuel import costs
decrease employment
® 2007 < opportunities
O 2010 & reduce fuel import costs
34. <O 50,000 39. @ lack of government funding
<O 500,000 O  lack of socio economic benefits
& 700,000 O logistical difficulties
e o more research into fossil fuel
35. can be mixed into diesel fuel 40. alternatives
. . . government and private sector
O is exported to international markets D collaboration
replaces all imported fuels reducing coconut biodiesel
< e production

Notes: One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.
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— Task achievement very good JC/\'\-“’jp)/

— All important points included
— Clear, orderly grouping and sequencing
— Almost entirely own words

— Task achievement good

— Almost all important points included

— Grouping and sequencing reasonably clear
— Largely own words

— Task achievement uneven

— Some important points not included

— Attempts at grouping and sequencing, but not very successful
— Some reliance on copying

— Task achievement limited

— Several important points not included
— Limited sense of clarity and order

— Reliance on copying

— Task achievement very limited

— Many important points not included
— Obvious lack of clarity and order

— Heavy reliance on copying

No attempt at the task:
EITHER Completely irrelevant. OR Text simply copied straight from the question paper
OR No writing at all, or not written in English ~ OR Complete nonsense

Notes:

e This task should be marked for language, not content, but (as noted above) if the
content is entirely irrelevant to the task, a mark of zero should be awarded.

o However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only
partly relevant, then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded.

*  Count the words and indicate when the 100-word limit has been reached. Students
should not be assessed on anything they have written after this limit, but should not
be penalised for exceeding it.
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WRITING (20 mks)\&; K7
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e

— Uses a good range of structures, with
few grammatical errors.

— Makes appropriate and correct use of a
good range of vocabulary.

— Message to the intended reader(s) is very clear.
— Writing clearly succeeds in achieving its intended
purpose.

— The points made by the writer are logically
organised and very clear.

— Grammar is reasonably correct, but
rather limited in range.

— Uses a reasonable range of vocabulary,
mostly in an appropriate way.

— Writing has reasonable success in achieving its
intended purpose.

— Discusses the topic reasonably well, but use of
supporting arguments is not fully effective.

— The points made by the writer are reasonably well
organized and mostly clear.

— There are quite frequent grammatical
inaccuracies.

— Vocabulary is generally used
appropriately, but is limited in range.

— Writing has partly achieved its intended purpose.
— Expresses opinions with some use of supporting
arguments, but only in a limited way.
— The writer makes an attempt to organise his/her
points, but this is only partly effective.

— There are frequent serious grammatical
errors, which sometimes obscure meaning.
— Vocabulary is very limited in range and
some words are wrongly used.

— Writing only has very limited success in achieving
its intended purpose.

— Makes an attempt to discuss the topic, but the
result is unconvincing and clearly inadequate.

— Weak organization makes it difficult to follow the
points being made by the writer.

— The grammar used is extremely limited
and/or distorted.

— Vocabulary is extremely limited and
many words are wrongly used.

— Writing clearly fails to achieve its intended
purpose.

— A very feeble attempt to discuss the topic. Very
little relevant content.

— The points made by the writer are confused and
disjointed.

No attempt at the task:

EITHER Irrelevant. (Completely unrelated to the topic)
OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English.

OR Complete nonsense.

EE ALSO:

‘ARRIVING AT FINAL SCORES’ on page 6 of this Marking Guide.
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LISTENING & READING sections: In these two sections, all student res @l\gﬁfb Objectively-
marked, right-or-wrong type. So there should never be any discrepancies in th arded.
There are two different procedures for ensuring that no such discrepancies occur:

1) No action required: With (machine-marked) ‘multiple choice’ items (LST 1, RDG 2),
discrepancies are automatically excluded by the ePen marking system.

2) Action required: With ‘short answer’ items (LST 2, RDG 1), there may be (accidental)
discrepancies in the scores awarded by the two markers. The Supervisor/ Adjudicator should be
on the lookout for any such discrepancies. (Note: This is now done automatically by the ePen
marking system.). If they occur, read the students’ response and award the correct mark.

READING/ WRITING & WRITING sections: In these two sections, student responses are
independently marked by two markers using their judgement (based on the wording of the Rating Scale
provided). As a result, differences may sometimes occur between the two scores awarded.

In such cases, there are two possible procedures:

1) Acceptable differences: If —as in most cases — the difference between the two scores is
small, i.e. just one level, the Supervisor/Adjudicator is not required to read the student’s
response. He/She should simply use the mathematical average of the two scores.(*See
below) (Note: This is now done automatically by the ePen marking system.)

2) Unacceptable differences: However, if the difference between the two scores is substantial,
i.e. more than one level, the Supervisor/Adjudicator should read the student’s response and,
after due consideration, decide on an appropriate mark.

CALCULATION OF AVERAGES:

READING & WRITING WRITING WRITING
(Summary) (Language) (Task Achievement)
Pair of . Pair of . Pair of .
Final score Final score Final score

scores scores scores

10/8 9 10/8 9 10/8 9
8/6 7 8/6 7 8/6 7
6/4 5 6/4 5 6/4 5
42 3 412 3 42 3
2/0 1 2/0 1 2/0 1

IMPORTANT NOTE: As in previous years, individual markers should only award the marks specified
in the relevant Rating Scale* (as in ‘pair of scores’ above). ‘In-between marks’ (as in ‘final score’ above)
can only be awarded when two (differing) individual marks are combined by the Supervisor/ Adjudicator.
[* Note: This means that, even though the computer screen shows all the possible final scores,
individual markers should only use those scores which are mentioned in the scale.]




