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The road must be crossed from the places designated for
. pedestrian crossing.

_______________________________
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' Zamzam AlNElasheni)
The “Tayminia”
celebration

“Tayminia” is one
of the Omani folk cus-
toms that Omanis in the var-
ious governorates of the Sultanate, are
still keen to celebrate. A traditional celebration
is held when the boy or girl finishes reciting the
Holy Qur’an or has completed memorizing
it. This indicates the eagerness of the par-
ents for their children to receive and ac-
quire knowledge. The way people cele-
brate &quot; “Tayminia” differs from
are place to another; some will walk
the Quran reciter with their com-
panions who study with him/her in
the Qur’an school. The Quran reciter
reads prayers and some suras (verses)
from the Quran, while their compan-
ions chant is back and move as a mov-
ing procession in the neighbourhood. They
are led by the sheikh or teacher who teaches
and remembers his students, boys, and girls, -

the book of Allah, and their religion sgen- » -_—

eral principles. When one of the students | " . §

finishes reciting or memorizing the Holy : } a2 i ; _
Qur’an,everyone in the neighborhood L - ? o /

or village is overjoyed, and they cele-
brate, wherehe or she repeats to them
the so-called “tauminah” or “tami-
nah”. Saying:“Alhammdu le Allah
aldhi hadana” (Praise be to God, who
guided us)And they chant Ameen.“ Lel
deen wa Islam wa ijtabana” (To religion
and Islam Allah brought us), Ameen.
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Textsiby: Ghlia AL-Hajarii: Translation by: Rajaa Al-Lawatia

Bebic thires Py Hamza AL-Hajarii
The Craft“Tabsil”

Our beloved country,
Oman, is famous in the hot
of Oman’s governorates for the
process of Tabsil. A type of palm tree
called “al-Mubasli”, they take out the

“Bosra” which is the date fruit af-
ter its yellow color is completed and
before it begins to turn into dates.
let me introduce you, dear friends
to the Al-Tasbil process:This process
takes place between June and July and
is preceded by the process of preparation
to determine the number of individuals par-
ticipating on that day and provide the needed
tools from ropes and “Tarabeel” (large ny-
lon-made mats to put the dates on). Some
of them will hands the task of cutting the
(bisr) from the palm tree , and othersdo
the preperation, cooking, and drying the
date, and then collecting it.After that,
the day of (Al-Tabseer) is determined as
soon as the yellow-colored “Bisr” is seen,
they are cut and collected in one place.
Then it is sorted to isolate the soft dates
in one side to be dried and to become food
for sheep and camels, whereas the suitable
“Bisr” for cooking are separated and collect-
ed. Then the cooking stage comes in special boil-

ers called (Altarkaba), and it is stirred into the boiling
water until it is cooked, and the basra turns into “faghur”
(a brown-coloured dry date) immediately after cooking. Then, the

Bisr is poured and transferred (for flattening and drying) under the sun for a pe-

riod ranging from three to five days until it dries completely, after which it is col-

@ lected in one place and is well preserved in preparation for packaging and exporting.
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| want you to pretend to be sick and unable to work, and you must show your extreme inabil-
ity to stand on your feet.The bull was very happy with this trick, but unfortunately, the farmer
was hearing what happened between the bull and the donkey.The next morning came, and the
bull started pretending to be sick and unable to work. The farmer expressed his regret to the
bull, but in fact, he was laughing at the bull’s action.The farmer gave all the bull’s work to the
donkey, the idea holder, who was surprised but couldnt object. The donkey began to do its
work and the bulls work, and as each day passed, the situation became more difficult for the
donkey became very tired. While the bull looked at the donkey with peace of mind, not caring
the donkey went to the bull, again and again, asking is to come back to work; but the bull liked
being at rest and believed that it was sick. The world narrowed in the while the bull was sitting
in the shade the rooster was silently watching what was going on until is realized that the bull
was denying the favor and the poor donkey needed a break from the farmer’s cruelty, who
had overworked him.So, the rooster went to the donkey, who was tired of work and whose
back was broken by the weights. It told the donkey that he knew what had happened between
it and the bull in the earlier days and that the bull had forgotten the favor, and he only cared
for it self and its comfort. The donkey was happy the rooster and has wonted to get rid of this
problem. The rooster said, Go to the bull and say. The farmer decided to slaughter you and eat
your flesh; you are no longer fit for work, and you have been ill for a long time. ”The donkey
laughed, admiring the roosters intelligence and acumen, and hurried to the bull, expressing
the farmers intention to slaughter it because it no longer had any benefit and because of
its long illness. The bull immediately got up and began to dig the ground with its hooves,
turning, and turning,revealing its ability and to do the fields work. The donkey
and the rooster laughed; happy that the roosters trick worked.The next
morning, the bull was working hard and actively in the field, happy
that it was safe from slaughter.The farmer was wondering at
what he saw of the bull, the donkey, and the rooster, as

s he was aware of everything that was going on.




My Grandma's

ihellUngrateful

Translation by: Rajaa Al-Lawatia

written by :Aisha Al-Fazari
Illustrations by :Aida El Khairiya

My grandmother told me once about a farmer who had a field that he careful-
ly looked after until he saw it green with ripe fruit. He had a bull to help him plough
the earth and fetch water from the ground, a donkey that carried whatever he want-
ed, and took him from one place to another, and a rooster who woke him and his
family to pray. He made them happy with his beautiful voice.The farmer overworked
the bull from dawn until sunset, but the bull resisted patiently for fear of punish-
ment. The donkey looked at the bull with pity and mercy and went to the bull, say-
ing: | have a trick for you to deceive the farmer who tires you with daily work without stop-
ping or any mercy. The bull replied: Thank you for taking good care of me, my friend.What

is the trick that will save me from this trouble and misery?The donkey said cunningly:
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